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CLASSVIII

Dearstudents

ThisisyourhomeassignmentwhichyouhavetocompleteinyourSocialScience

notebook.Writeallthefollowingchaptersveryneatlyinthenotebookandlearn

thesame.ThisAssignmentwillbecheckedonreopeningoftheschool.Manage

yourtimeeffectivelyastimeisfree,butitispriceless.Iwishyoutohavegreat

timewithyourfamilyduringthisvacation.Takecareandstaysafe!

CHAPTER1 HISTORY

WHERE,WHENANDHOW –INDIAANDTHEMODERNWORLD

Fillintheblanks.

1.ThemodernperiodofIndianhistorystartswiththeBritishconquestofIndia.
2.TheIndustrialRevolutionstartedinBritainaround1750.

3.TheRenaissanceperiodgaverisetoscientificmethodofenquiry.

WriteTrueorfalse.

1.Thedemarcationofhistoryintothreeperiodsisuniform allovertheworld.(F)
2.Themovementofpeoplefrom ruralareastotownsandcitiesisknownasurbanisation.(T)

3.IndustrialRevolutionreferstoproducinggoodsonalargescaleusingmachines.(T)

4.TheGatewayofIndiaisinDelhi.(F)

Answerthefollowingquestions.

1.WhatarethecharacteristicfeaturesoftheModernAge?

Ans.TheModernAgewasaperiodofgreatandsweepingchanges.

a)Industrialisation–largescaleproductionofgoodsinanincreasingnumberoffactories

b)Urbanisation–movementofpeoplefrom villagestotowns

c)Nationalism–patriotism

d)Democracy–governmentbythepeople

e)Socialism–asystem wherethestatetriestoensureequitabledistributionofwealth

f)Scientificandtechnologicalprogress

g)Humanism–agreatconcernforhumanwelfareandvalue

h)Exploration–thesearchfornewlandsandsearoutes

2.Whatismeantbytheterm ‘IndustrialRevolution’?

Ans.TheIndustrialRevolutionwas:

(a)aneconomicrevolutionbroughtaboutasweepingchangeinmethodsofproduction

throughmechanizationinthe18thcenturyCE.



(b)increasedthedemandforproductsasaresultofwhichthesystem ofartisansworking

from homewithsimpletoolswasreplacedbythe‘factorysystem.’

(c)resultedinlargemachinesproducingmuchmoreofthesameproducts,fasterandata

fractionofthecost.

3.Whatismeantby‘nationalism’?

Ans.(a)Nationalism isastrongfeelingoflove,pride,andloyaltythatpeoplehavefortheir

country.

(b)Patriotism andagrowingidentificationwithone’shomeland.

4.WhataretheidealsthatbecamepopularbecauseoftheFrenchRevolution?

Ans.TheFrenchRevolutiongavebirthtotheidealsof:

Liberty

Equality

Fraternity.

5.WriteindetailaboutthevarioussourcesofinformationofmodernIndianhistory.

Ans.SourcesofinformationaboutmodernIndianhistoryareoftwotypes:

a)Primarysources:

*Thosethatareoriginal-artefactsfrom archaeologicalsites

*Coins

*Monuments

*Inscriptions

*Travelogues

*Autobiographies

*Governmentreports,letters,photographs,maps,diaries.

Thesearegenerallyaccessedfrom governmentmuseumsandarchives.

b)Secondarysources:

Second-handaccountsofeventsusuallycollectedandputtogetherbypeoplewhostudy

theprimarysources

*Textbooks

*Biographies

*Magazines

*Newspapers

*Movies.



CHAPTER2 HISTORY

THEESTABLISHMENTOFCOMPANYPOWER

Fillintheblanks.

1.Betweenthe7thandthe14thcenturiestheArabtraderscarriedgoodsfrom Indiaoverland

toEurope.

2.KingJamesIsentSirThomasRoeasambassadortothecourtofJahangir.

3.ThefirstFrenchfactoryinIndiawassetupatSurat.

4.RobertClivewasthechiefcommanderoftheBritisharmyattheBattleofPlassey.

WriteTrueorFalse.

1.TheoriginalpurposeoftheEuropeansincomingtoIndiawastrade.(T)

2.TheBritishwerethefirstEuropeantraderstolandinIndia.(F)

3.ChandernagorewasaDutchsettlement.(F)

4.TheBritishappointedMirQasim asthenawabofBengalaftertheBattleofPlassey.(F)

5.TipuSultanwaskilledintheFourthAngloMysoreWar.(T)

Answerthefollowingquestions.

1.Betweenwhom wastheBattleofPlasseyfought?

Ans.TheBattleofPlasseywasfoughtbetween:

•RobertCliveoftheBritishEastIndiaCompanyandSirajuddaulah,theNawabofBengal.

2.WhichIndianrulerstookpartintheBattleofBuxar?

Ans.•MirQasim

•NawabShujauddaula

•ShahAlam

3.Whatisthesystem ofdualgovernment?

Ans•Thesystem ofdualgovernmentwasintroducedinBengalaftertheBattleofBuxar.

•TheNawabcontinuedtoberesponsiblefortheadministrationoftheprovincebutthe

revenuefrom thelandwenttotheBritish.



4.Describethesystem ofsubsidiaryalliance.

Ans.Inthesubsidiaryalliancesystem:

•anIndianrulerhadtomaintainBritishtroopsinhisstateeitherbygivingsomeofhis

territoryorbypayingforthemaintenanceofthetroops.

•theIndianrulercouldnotfightwarsorsigntreatieswithanyotherpower.

•theBritishwereallowedtomaintainalargearmyattheexpenseoflocalrulers.

5.WriteashortnoteontheannexationofPunjabbytheBritish.

Ans.•MaharajaRanjitSinghofPunjabmaintainedfriendlyrelationswiththeBritish.

•Afterhisdeathin1839,therewasanarchyinPunjabandtheKhalsa(Sikharmy)became

powerful.

•TheKhalsadistrustedtheBritishandtwoAnglo-Sikhwarswerefought.

•TheSikhswerecomprehensivelydefeated.

•PunjabbecameavassalstateoftheBritish,anditsrulerDuleepSinghwaspensioned

off.

Answerindetail.

1.WriteanoteontheCarnaticWars.

Ans.•InIndia,theconflictbetweentheFrenchandtheBritishwasfocussedaroundthe

CarnaticPeninsula.

•ThestatesofHyderabad,CarnaticandMysorewereinconstantconflict.

•TheFrenchandtheBritishtookadvantageofthisrivalry.

•Theyalliedthemselveswithrivalgroupsandfoughtthreewarsbetween1746–1763,which

cametobecalledtheCarnaticWars.

•TheBritishdefeatedtheFrench.

•BytheendoftheThirdCarnaticWar,theFrenchretainedonlyPondicherryand

Chandernagore.

•TheBritishwerenowthemainEuropeanpowerinIndia.

2.WriteasummaryofthewarsbetweenTipuSultanandtheBritish.

Ans.•In1782,HyderAlidiedleavinghissonTipuSultantocarryonthefightwiththeBritish.

•IntheThirdAnglo-MysoreWar(1790–92),LordCornwallis,thegovernor-generalatthattime,

enteredintoanalliancewiththeMarathasandtheNizam ofHyderabad.

•TheirjointforcesdefeatedTipuandtwoofhissonsweretakenashostagesbytheBritish.



•In1799,theBritishdefeatedTipuatSeringapatam intheFourthAnglo-MysoreWar.

•Tipudiedfightingandwiththat,theBritishwereridoftheirmostbitterenemy.

•TheBritishannexedhalfhiskingdom andgaveMysorebacktotheroyalfamily,thereby

ensuringtheirloyalty.

•ThisvictoryoverMysorepavedthewayforthetotalcontrolofIndiabytheBritish.

3.WhatwerethereasonsforthesuccessoftheBritishinIndia?

Ans.•Absenceofastrongcentralleadership–withthedeclineoftheMughals,therewasno

strongcentralleadershipinIndiatochecktheactivitiesoftheBritish.

•LackofunityamongtheIndianstates–theIndianstateswereunabletoform aunitedfront

againsttheBritish,whotookadvantagetoplayoneruleragainsttheother.

•TheweaknessoftheIndianrulers–manyrulerschosetohaveasubsidiaryalliancewiththe

Britishratherthanfightthem.Theyshowedlittleregardtothepoorandcarriedoutfewreforms

forthebenefitofthepeople.

•Britain’ssuperiorarmyandnavy–theBritishsoldiershadbetterfirearmsthantheIndians.They

werealsobetterdisciplinedandbettertrainedthantheIndiansoldiers.

CHAPTER1 GEOGRAPHY

RESOURCES

Namethefollowing.

1.Anythreepracticesthatconservesresources.

Ans.Consumingless,reusingaproductandchangingaproductintoanotherusefulmaterial.

2.Anytwonaturalresources.

Ans.Plantsandminerals

3.Anytwousesofwater.

Ans.Drinkingandgeneratingelectricity

4.AnytwomineralsfoundinSouthAfrica.

Ans.Goldanddiamonddeposits

5.Anytwothingsastudentcandotoprotectnature.

Ans.Makingandusingpaperbagsandplantingsaplings

Distinguishbetween.

1.Renewableresourcesandnon-renewableresources

Ans.Renewableresources

(a)Arethosethatgetregeneratedorreplenishedrapidly.Someresourcesreplenishthemselves(like
wildlifeandforests)



(b)Somecanbereplenishedwiththehelpofphysical,chemicalandmechanicalprocesses
(likesoilandwater).

(c)Overexploitationandunscientificuseofrenewableresourceslikewater,soilandforests
canevenaffectfuturesupply.Today,dryingupofrivers,landdegradationand
deforestationarechallengingissuesinmanypartsoftheworld.

Non-renewableresources
(a)Arethosewhichdonotgetreplenishedorrenewedwithinashorttime.
(b)Ifweusethem carelessly,thenwemayrunoutoftheseresourcesastheyare

exhaustibleinnature.
(c)Itwilltakethousandsofyearsforthem togetnaturallyreplenishedwhichisseveral

timesmorethanthehumanlifespan.Metallicminerals,petroleum,coalandnaturalgas
aresomeexamples.Someofthem likemetalsarerecyclable,butfossilfuelslikecoal,
petroleum andnaturalgascannotberecycled.

2.Ubiquitousresourcesandlocalisedresources:

Ans.Ubiquitousresources:

Areresourcesthatarefoundeverywhere.Example:Air

Localizedresources:

Areresourcesthatareunevenlydistributedacrosstheworldandareonlyfound

concentratedincertainregionsExamples:Copper,Iron-ore,Gold,DiamondsandSilver

Answerthefollowingquestions.

1.Whatareresources?Explainindetail.

Ans.*Aresourceisanythingthatcanbeusedtosatisfyhumanwants.
*includethingswhicharepresentintheenvironmentandwhichhumansusedirectly,and

thingswhichhumanstransform intousablematerialstosatisfytheirneeds.
*hasvalueaddedtoitbyhumans,astheyaretheoneswhoidentifytheuseofthe

resource.
*istransformedbyhumansbyusinganappropriatetechnologyandskill.
*likeland,rivers,plants,animalsandmineralsgainmeaningandvaluewithreferenceto

thewants
ofpeople.

*likeironandmanganesebecamehighlyvaluableonlyafterhumansunderstoodthevalue
ofsteel
andlearntthatitcouldbemadefrom iron.

2.Whatarethefour‘goldenRs’ofconservation?

Ans.Thefour‘goldenRs’ofconservationare:

Reduce–Consumelessanddonotwaste.

Reuse–Useaproductorresourceasmanytimesasyoucan.

Recycle–Avoidwastagebychangingaproductintoanotherusablematerial.

Refuse–Ifyoudonotneedathing,refuseit.



3.Whatarehuman-maderesources?Giveexamples.

Ans.Human-maderesourcesarethosewhichhumanscreateusingtechnologyandskills.

Naturalsubstancesaretransformedintousefulproducts.

Someexamplesare:aircrafts,machinery,buildings,roadsandrailwaytracks.

4.‘Humanwantsaresatisfiedprimarilybynature’.Justifythestatement.

Ans.Almosteveryneedofmanissatisfiedprimarilybynature.

Food:hastodependonthesoilfertilitytoharvestagoodcrop.

Clothing:hastodependonfibrelikecottonorjute.

Shelter:hastodependonnaturefortimber,bricks,mortarandiron.

CHAPTER1 CIVICS

THECONSTITUTIONANDTHENEEDFORLAWS

Fillintheblanks.

1.Theconstitutiondenotesthenatureofthepoliticalsystem ofacountry.

2.Indianconstitutioncontains395articlesand11schedules.

3.TheConstitutionofIndiahasbanneduntouchabilityandsati.

4.Theconstitutionlaysdownthefundamentalrightsanddutiesofcitizens.

WriteTrueorFalse.

1.ConstitutionofIndiawasgivenbytheBritish.(F)

2.Indiaisademocraticrepublic.(T)

3.Givingandtakingofdowryisbannedbylaw.(T)

4.EachstateofIndiahasitsownconstitution.(F)

5.TheconstitutionofIndiahasspecialprovisionsforthesafeguardofscheduledcastesand

tribes.(T).

Answerinbrief.

1.Whatisaconstitution?
Ans.Aconstitutionisasetofrules,lawsandprinciplesaccordingtowhichacountryis
governed.Theselawsarespeciallycreatedtosuittheneedsofthepeopleofthatcountry.

2.Namethethreecomponentsofthegovernmentwhosepowersaredefinedbythe
constitution.
Ans.Thelegislature,TheexecutiveandThejudiciary



3.Whencanalawbedeclarednullandvoidbyacourt?
Ans.Ifalawisenactedagainsttheprinciplesoftheconstitution,thenthejudiciaryhastheright

todeclareitnullandvoid.

4.Giveanexampleofacountrythatbecameademocracyfrom beingamonarchy.
Ans.Nepal

5.Whatismeantbydissent?
Ans.Ifalawgoesagainsttheinterestofagroupofpeopleandthatgroupproteststoexpress

itsdissatisfaction.Thisisknownasdissentoroppositiontothelaw.

Answerindetail.

1.Giveexamplesofatleastthreedisadvantagedgroupsofpeoplewhoareprotectedbyspecial
lawsenactedfortheirwelfare.
Ans.Thethreedisadvantagedgroupsofpeopleprotectedbyspeciallawsare:

*Schedulecastesandtribes
*Manualscavengers
*Bondedlabour.

2.Explainwhyrulesandlawsarenecessaryforasociety.
Ans.(a)Iftherearenorulesandlawstherewillbechaosandviolence.

(b)Adjustments,negotiationsandaframeworktoreconciledifferencesmustbecreated
for

everyonetoenjoylifetothefullest.
(c)Therefore,everycountryisgovernedbyrulesthatsuititsneeds.


