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History Worksheet Nationalism inIndia

Writeinbrief
Question1.Explain:
(a)Whygrowthofnationalism inthecoloniesislinkedtoananti-colonialmovement?
(b)HowtheFirstWorldWarhelpedinthegrowthoftheNationalMovementinIndia?
(c)WhyIndianswereoutragedbytheRowlattAct?
(d)WhyGandhijidecidedtowithdrawtheNon-CooperationMovement?

Question2.Whatismeantbytheideaofsatyagraha?

Question3.Writeanewspaperreporton:
(a)TheJallianwalaBaghmassacre
(b)TheSimonCommission
Question4.ComparetheimagesofBharatMatainthischapterwiththeimageofGermania.1.

DiscussProject
Question1. ListallthedifferentsocialgroupswhichjoinedtheNon-CooperationMovementof1921.
Thenchooseanythreeandwriteabouttheirhopesandstrugglestoshowwhytheyjoinedthe
movement.

Question2.DiscusstheSaltMarchtomakeclearwhyitwasaneffectivesymbolofresistance
againstcolonialism.

Question3.ImagineyouareawomanparticipatingintheCivilDisobedienceMovement.Explain
whattheexperiencemeanttoyourlife.

Question4.Whydidpoliticalleadersdiffersharplyoverthequestionofseparateelectorates?

ANSWERS

Question1.Explain:

Answer: (a)Nationalism isafeelingthatcombinesallthepeopleofthenationintoasingleunit.Itis
apowerfulsentimentthatbindspeopletogetherinacommonbondbeyondtheircommunal,lingual,
casteorreligiousdifferences.Inallthecoloniesoftheworld,theimperialistpowerexploitedthe
peoplesocially,religiously,economicallyandpolitically.

 Colonizationaffectedpeople’sfreedom,andnationalistsentimentssurgedduringtheprocess
ofstruggleagainstimperialdomination.

 Thesenseofoppressionandexploitationbecameacommonbondforpeoplefrom different
walksoflife,andthisresultedinthegrowthofnationalistideals.

 Althougheachclassorgroupofpeoplefeltthattheywerebeingoppressedundercolonialism,
theeffectsofcolonialism werefeltdifferently.

 Peoplestartedunitingagainstthecolonialism whichstrengthenedthe senseofnationalism



further.

Thus,the growthofnationalism inthecoloniesislinkedtoanti-colonialmovements.
(b)

 DuringtheFirstWorldWar,theBritisharmyconductedforcedrecruitmentfrom ruralareasin
India.

 Tofinancethedefenceexpenditure,highcustomsdutiesandincometaxeswereimposed.

 Also,during1918-19and1920-21,cropsfailedinmanypartsofIndia,therebyresultingin
acutefoodshortages.Accompaniedbyepidemicsitaccountedfor12to13milliondeaths.All
thiscausedextensiveangerandoppositionagainsttheBritishcolonialrule.

 Peoplehopedthattheirhardshipswouldendafterthewarwasover.Butthisdidnothappen.

 Thewarhadgivenrisetomanysocialandeconomicproblems.TheMontague-Chelmsford
Reformsof1919couldnotsatisfy theaspirationsoftheIndians.Therearoseageneral
discontentamongtheIndianmassesagainsttheBritishrule.

(c)

 TheIndianshelpedtheBritishGovernmentduringWorldWarI.Theywerehopefulthatafter
thewar,thegovernmentwouldgivethem manyrights.

 However,thegovernmentdidnotdoanythingandtherefore,therewasanimmensediscontent
amongthepeople.

 Tocopewiththesituation, theypassedtheRowlattAct1919.ImperialLegislativecouncil
passedtheRowlattActagainsttheoppositionofIndians.

 Itgavethegovernmentautocraticpowerstorepresspoliticalactivitiesbesidesallowingitto
detainpoliticalprisonerswithoutatrial,fortwoyears.

 TheIndianswereoutragedbythisactasitwasclearlyundemocraticandoppressive andhurt
nationalsentimentsanddignity.

 Rallieswereorganizedinvariouscities,workerswentonstrikeinrailwayworkshopsand
shopswerecloseddown.

(d)

 Gandhijihaddeclaredthatthenon-cooperationmovementwillbeanon-violentone.

 HedecidedtowithdrawtheNon-CooperationMovementduetovariousincidentsofviolence
perpetratedbythemasses,especiallytheChauriChauraincidentin1922wherethepeople
clashedwiththepolice,settingapolice-stationonfire.

 Althoughhehadstoppedthenationalrevoltsingle-handedly,on10March1922,Gandhiwas
arrested.On18March1922,hewasimprisonedforsixyearsforpublishingseditious
materials.Thisledtothesuppressionofthemovementandwasfollowedbythearrestof
otherleaders.

 Gandhijifeltthatthepeoplewerenotyetreadyforamassstruggleandthatsatyagrahis
neededtobeproperlytrainedfornon-violentdemonstrations.

Question2.Answer:



 Satyagrahawasanovelmethodofmassagitationinanon-violentway.

 TheideaofSatyagrahaemphasizeduponthepoweroftruthandtheneedtosearchfortruth.
Itsuggestedthatifthecausewastrueandifthestrugglewasagainstinjustice,thenphysical
forcewasnotnecessarytofighttheoppressor.

 Throughnon-violentmethods,aSatyagrahacouldappealtheconscienceoftheoppressorby
thepoweroftruth.

 People-includingtheoppressors-hadtobepersuadedtoseethetruththroughtheuseofnon-
violence.

 Gandhijifirmlybelievedthatthetruthwasboundtoultimatelytriumph.

Question3.

Answer: (a)

 On13thApril1919,alargecrowdhadgatheredintheenclosedgroundofJallianwalaBagh–
sometoprotestagainsttheBritishgovernment’srepressivemeasures,otherstoattendthe
annualBaishakhiFair.

 ThesepeoplewereunawareoftheimpositionofMartialLawinthecity.GeneralDyer,the
Commander,blockedtheexitpointsfrom theBaghandopenedfireupontheinnocentcitizens.

 DyerwentwithSikh,Gurkha,Baluchi,Rajputtroopsfrom 2-9thGurkhas,the54thSikhsand the
59thSindRifles theyenteredthegarden,blockingthemainentranceafterthem,tookup
positiononaraisedbankandonDyer’sordersfiredonthecrowdforabouttenminutes,
directingtheirbulletslargelytowardsthefewopengatesthroughwhichpeopleweretryingto
flee,untiltheammunitionsupplywasalmostexhausted.

 Dyer’sintentionwastoproducea‘moraleffect’andterrorizesatyagrahis.Hundredsof
innocentpeopleincludingwomenandchildrenwerekilledandwoundedduetothis
indiscriminatefiringbytheBritishsoldiers,

 ThisincidentangeredmassesofIndiaultimatelyledtonation-wideoutrage.JallianwalaBagh
incidentwasthemostbrutalincidentintheHistoryofIndia.

(b)

 TheSimonCommissionwasconstitutedbytheToryGovernmentinBritain,underSirJohn
Simon.TheobjectiveoftheCommissionwastolookintothefunctioningoftheconstitutional
system inIndiaandsuggestsomeconstitutionalchanges.

 ButnationalistsinIndiaopposedtheCommissionbecauseithadnotasingleIndianmember.
Therefore,whentheSimonCommissionarrivedinIndiain1928,itwasgreetedwiththeslogan
“GoBackSimon”.

 TheCommissionwasstronglyopposedbymanyinIndiaandmetwithprotestsineverymajor
Indiancityitvisited

 Allparties,includingCongressandtheMuslim league,participatedinthedemonstrations.
ThusitbroughtasenseofunityinIndiansforthemoment.

 TheSimoncommissionrecommendationsformedthebasisoftheActof1935.

Question4.

Answer:

 TheimageofGermaniawasthesymbolofGermannationwhereas;theimageofBharatMata
wasthesymboloftheIndiannation.



 Bothimagesinspirednationalistswhoworkedveryhardtounifytheirrespectivecountriesand
toattainaliberalnation.

 TheimageofBharatMataisdifferentfrom thatofGermaniainthesensethattheformer
reflectsthereligiousbasisofitsmaking.TheimageofBharatMatapaintedbyAbanindranath
Tagoreisbestowedwithlearning,food,clothing,andsomeasceticqualityalsowhereasthe
imageofGermaniawaspaintedbyPhilipVietintheyear1848.

 AnotherpaintingofBharatMatainwhichwefindMataholdingTrishulandstandingbesidea
lionandanelephant–symbolsofpowerandauthority.Thisimageappearstobemoreakinto
theimageofGermaniawheresheholdsaswordandashield.

 Theseimagespopularizedtheideaofsacrificeanddevotiontothemothernation.

DiscussProject
Question1. 

Answer: ThedifferentsocialgroupsthatjoinedtheNon-CooperationMovementof1921werethe
urbanmiddleclasscomprisinglawyers,teachers,andheadmasters,students,peasants,tribalsand
workers.

 Themiddleclassjoinedthemovementbecausetheboycottofforeigngoodswouldmakethe
saleoftheirtextilesandhandloomsgoup.

 Thepeasantstookpartinthemovementbecausetheyhopedtheywouldbesavedfrom the
oppressivelandlords,hightaxestakenbythecolonialgovernmentabolitionofbegarand
varietyofothercesses.

 ThetribalemployedguerrillatacticstofighttheBritishinsomepartsofIndia,theGudem
rebelsattackedpolicestations&attemptedtokillBritishofficials. Meanstheywereinspired
bytheGandhijibutwerenotkeentofollownonviolentwaysofstruggle

 Plantationworkerstookpartintheagitationhopingtheywouldgettherighttomovefreelyin
andoutsidetheplantations,maintainalinkwiththevillagetheyhadcomefrom andgetlandin
theirownvillages.

Question2.

Answer:

 Gandhijithoughtthesaltwasaneffectivesymbolofresistanceagainstcolonialism becauseit
wasdoneinrevoltagainstacommodity-salt,usedbytherichandthepooralike.Anitem of
dailyusecouldresonatemorewithallclassesofcitizensthananabstractdemandforgreater
politicalrights.

 Thetaxonsaltandthegovernmentmonopolyoveritsproductionwasaseverelyoppressive
administrativemove.

 BybreakingthesaltlawIndiashowedtheirintentionofnon-cooperationandtobreakthe
oppressivecoloniallaws.

 TheSaltMarchwaseffectivealsobecauseGandhijimetalargenumberofcommonersduring
themarchandhetaughtthem thetruemeaningofswarajandnon-violence.Bypeacefully
defying lawandmakingsaltagainstgovernmentorders,

 Gandhijisetforthanexampletothewholenationofhowtheoppressorcouldbeconfrontedin
anon-violentmanner.ThisalsoledtotheCivilDisobedienceMovementin1930.

Question3.



Answer: Iwasveryhappytoparticipateinthe CivilDisobedienceMovement becauseIunderstood
thatIhavetoservethenationinwhatevercapacityIcould.IhadheardGandhijispeakingandasking
ustoparticipateinthismovementIfeelservicetothenationasasacreddutyofwomen. Inspiredby
him,IalsoofferedSatyagraha.Picketedliquorshopsandshopssellingforeignclothandalsocourted
arrest.Ifeltempoweredbytheseactivitiesandfeltthatwomenalsocanhelpthemenintheultimate
goalofachievingindependencefrom theBritish.Ifeltveryproudtobethepartofthemovementbut
alsoIfeltthattheparticipationofwomenwastakenbymanyIndiansassymbolic.

Question4.

Answer:

 Politicalleadersdifferedsharplyoverthequestionofseparateelectoratesbecauseof
differencesinopinion.

 WhilethosesupportingthecauseofminoritiesandtheDalitsbelievedthatonlypolitical
empowermentwouldresolvetheirsocialbackwardness,DalitleaderslikeDr.Ambedkar
demanded aseparateelectorate.

 otherslikeGandhijithoughtthatseparateelectorateswouldfurtherslowdowntheprocessof
theirintegrationintosociety.Also,itwasfearedthatthesystem ofseparateelectorateswould
graduallydividethecountryintonumerousfragmentsbecauseeverycommunityorclass
wouldthenaskforseparaterepresentations.

 EvenMuslim leadersfavouredtheseparateelectoratesastheyfearedtheiridentityandculture
wouldbeindangerduetothedominationofmajority.Theyfearedthatthecultureandidentity
ofminoritieswouldbesubmerged underthedominationofHindumajority.


